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This month’s meeting will be held on Thursday, October 25, 2018 
at “Quiet Cannon”  (Montebello Golf Course)  

901 Via San Clemente, Montebello 

 
DIRECTIONS:  From 60 Freeway: 
  
  Westbound 60 Freeway: 
Exit Wilcox-Garfield Ave 
Left (South) on Garfield 1/2 Block to Via San Clemente 
Right turn only at large sign 
Follow road to facility 
 
Eastbound 60 Freeway: 
Exit Garfield Ave 
Right (South) on Garfield 1/2 Block to Via San Clemente 
Right turn only at large sign 
Follow road to facility 
 
Meeting Host:  CPRA Commercial Members 
Diamond Sponsor:  Dailey Wells 
Diamond Sponsor:  First Net - Built with AT&T 
Diamond Sponsor:   Harris  
 
Agenda: 
0600 - 0830  Vendor setup (Day of show only) 
0800 - 1130  Voting for 2018 Officers 
0830 - 1300  Vendor displays (Optional displays until 1500 
1200 - 1300  Lunch and Officer Elections 
1230   Door Prizes & Announcements 
1315 -   Early teardown (NOT during lunch or talks, please) 
1500 - 1600  Final teardown (Vacate room by 1600) 

 
 

Frequency Coordination Meeting - Following Lunch 

2018 CPRA ANNUAL VENDOR EXHIBITION, 
CHAPTER ELECTIONS & LUNCHEON 

 

C 
PRA serves the people 
who manage, operate, 
maintain and supply the 

communications systems used 
to safeguard the lives and prop-
erty of citizens everywhere. 
Among the CPRA ranks there 
are over 500 professionals repre-
senting the Police, Fire, EMS, 
Forestry, Highway and Conser-
vation services. CPRA provides 
many opportunities to grow 
professionally, share your ideas, 
upgrade your skills and network 
with your colleagues. 
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P RESIDENT ’S  P ODIUM  
S COTT  E SPINDOLA  

 
BOO!!!!  Just trying to get you in the spirit.  As we roll into the last quarter of 2018, we marvel how quickly 
the year has passed and can’t believe we are going into storage to get decorations down/out.  Members of pub-
lic safety are [not so] secretly happy when Halloween falls on a weekday, because the impact of holiday fes-
tivities are lesser than a weekend.  Rest assured, many costume-clad partygoers will do their best to give first 
responders an eventful night the Saturday evening prior to Halloween. 
 
For CPRA October Meeting attendees, it never truly feels like Fall until they attend the Vendor Exhibition at 
Quiet Cannon in Montebello.  This year’s fourth Thursday exhibition is on the 25th (as opposed to our custom-
ary third Thursday meetings).  This event has no meeting fee, and lunch is provided by the, more than 50, ven-
dors who participate in the exhibition.  See the top of the www.cpra.org face page for a running “banner” list 
of the vendors who are participating in the event. 
 
Weather was nearly perfect for the September No Ties meeting at Knott’s Berry Farm Gold Rush Camp.  Alan 
Tilles provide our General Program, “FCC Regulatory Trends in Public Safety.”  Alan gives his programs in a 
straightforward way, leaving no misunderstanding to his well-received message.  We heard candidate state-
ments from Jeffrey Loveland, City of Riverside Fire, who is running for CPRA Sergeant-at-Arms, and Howard 
Newton, Riverside County, who is running for CPRA President-Elect. David Duenas, UCLA, who is running 
for CPRA Vice-President was unable to attend.  For the first time, we have electronic voting this year.  You 
should have received an email from BallotBin to cast your vote.  Check your Junk mail if you have not gotten 
it.  If you have any questions or concerns about voting or electronic voting, please contact Director Dale 
Digiambattista at director1@cpra.org.  
 
Jumping ahead a couple of months, be sure to tag your calendars for the evening of December 6.  In lieu of a 
monthly Chapter Meeting, December brings our Chapter Officer Installation Dinner at the Knott’s Berry Farm 
Resort & Hotel.  The top floor dining room, exclusively ours, will be a lovely venue for the event.  The Social 
Hour begins at 6:00 PM, with the Installation Dinner starting at 7:00 PM.  If you have not attended this event 
in years past, I believe you will be pleasantly surprised by the relaxed, festive, celebratory evening.  The din-
ner requires registration.  Look on cpra.org in early November to register. 
 
Lastly, I want to extend congratulations.  Our APCO Executive Council Delegate, Jim Acosta, was elected to 
the APCO Board of Directors as one of only two Western Region Directors.  We are incredibly proud of him.  
As a result, Ernest Gallo was appointed as our Chapter’s new APCO Executive Council Delegate.  We have 
every confidence Ernest is the person to handle his new international responsibilities.  Finally, we had a quick 
departure of our Vice-President in August.  Howard Newton (who is the 2019 President-Elect candidate) was 
appointed to finish this term as CPRA Vice-President.  My sincerest appreciation goes out to all three for their 
commitment to serve the CPRA Chapter and APCO-International.   
 

For all things CPRA, please visit the CPRA website, www.cpra.org, for up-to-date information about Chapter 
Meetings, events, happenings, and history.  Please do not hesitate to contact me at president@cpra.org if you 
have questions, concerns, suggestions, or need information on how you can become more active and involved 

in the Chapter. 

mailto:director1@cpra.org
mailto:president@cpra.org
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2018 Board of Officers  
 

President  

SCOTT ESPINDOLA 
San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Dept. 

Phone (213) 291-9411 

 
President-Elect 

DOUG ROBERTS 

County of San Bernardino  
Phone (213) 291-9411 

 

Vice-President 
STEVE MILLER 

Orange County Communications  

Phone (213) 291-9411 

 
Secretary  

KATIE HARDIN 
San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Dept. 

Phone (213) 291-9411 
 

 Treasurer - PIO 

JOHN W. WRIGHT 
City of Riverside Police Dept. - Retired 

Phone (213) 291-9411 
 

Sergeant-at-Arms  

JEFFREY LOVELAND 
City of Riverside Fire Dept. 

Phone (951) 826-5321 
 

APCO Executive Council Delegate  
CommLink Editor 

JIM ACOSTA 

City of Downey-Retired 

Phone (562) 868-8317 
 

Commercial Advisory Member 
LARRY WEBER 

The Sales Group  

Phone (800) 801-7253  
 

Vice-Commercial Advisory Member  
RON LYONS 

Lyons Communications 

Phone (619) 855-7041 
 

Frequency Advisory Committee Chair 
GARY DAVID GRAY 

Orange County Communications - Retired 

Phone (714) 393-3461 
  

Frequency Advisory Committee Co-Chair 
DAVID BUCHANAN 

San Bernardino County  - Retired 

Phone (909) 633-9336  
 

Frequency Advisory Committee Alternate 
RON WONG 

Los Angeles County-ISD-Retired 
Phone (213) 291-9411 

 

Directors 
 

DALE DIGIAMBATTISTA 

Riverside County Sheriff’s Dept.(213) 291-9411 
 

DON MILLER 

City of Long Beach-Retired (310) 530-0478 
 

RON WONG 

Los Angeles County - ISD (213) 291-9411 
 

Historian - Member-at-Large  

ADRIANA SPIRESCU  

County of Orange (714) 628-7150  
 

Webmaster 
ERNEST GALLO  

City of Torrance (310) 618-2885 
 

 

CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES 
Knott’s Berry Farm – Gold Rush Camp 

8039 Beach Blvd. 
Buena Park, CA 90620 

Thursday, September 20, 2018 
 
 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 Meeting Host:       Robert Stoffel, Orange County (Retired)       
 Early Bird Sponsor:        CPRA 

   Secretaryôs Report:     Katie Hardin  
Treasurerôs Report:    John Wright 
Program:       VCC Regulatory Trends in Public Safety,  
        presented by Alan Tilles  
Attendance:       46 

 

AGENDA 
Call to Order 
Chapter President Scott Espindola called the meeting of the Southern Cali-
fornia Chapter of APCO International to order at 10:10 am.  Scott welcomed 
everyone to the September 2018 meeting. 
 
APCO Western Regional Director 
Chapter President Scott Espindola noted a change in the Agenda, due to new-
ly elected APCO Board of Directors Western Region Representative Jim 
Acosta having to leave the meeting. Scott introduced J im who advised he 
was grateful for being elected for the position and presented his report.  CAC 
Members asked to have an associate member added to the committee, which 
was voted down.  The issue noted was in the wording as it relates to the term 
limits.  The CAC can revisit the wording and resubmit for future considera-
tion.  The APCO 2nd Vice-President observer role was discussed for upcom-
ing 2nd-Vice President nominees.  The Observer role takes a part in the 
Weekly calls with APCO.  It was voted through to allow this position to 
begin in April to give equal exposure to each candidate prior to the officer 
voting in August.  Jim advised he is available via email, if needed.  He will 
continue to attend Chapter Meetings.   
 
FLAG SALUTE 
Past Chapter President John Sarkissian led the membership in reciting the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
Chapter President Scott Espindola announced and congratulated the  
following new appointments:  
 

Jim Acosta – APCO Board of Directors Western Region  
Representative 
Ernest Gallo – CPRA Executive Council Delegate 
Howard Newton – CPRA Chapter Vice-President 
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[Minutes From Page 3] 
 
MEETING MINUTES 
Chapter President Scott Espindola asked for a motion to approve the Chapter Meeting minutes from the Au-
gust 2018 meeting in San Marcos, CA.  Chapter Member Jim Donovan made the motion to approve the 
minutes; Past Chapter Treasurer Joe Parrino made the second.  There was no additional discussion heard and 
the motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 
WELCOMING REMARKS 
Chapter President Scott Espindola thanked Robert Stoffel for being the day’s Meeting Host; Alan Tilles for 
being the day’s Program Presenter; and The Sales Group for being the Banner Sponsor.  
 
INTRODUCTIONS 
Chapter Commercial Advisory Member Larry Weber asked those in attendance to introduce themselves, and if 
a Commercial Member, to say a brief few words about their company or products. 
 
Commercial Members were asked to commit to their attendance at next month’s Vendor Exhibition. 
 
FUTURE MEETINGS 
Chapter President-Elect Doug Roberts gave a reminder of the following future meetings:  

 
October Annual Vendor Exhibition – Quiet Cannon, Montebello 
November Meeting – Orange County Sheriff’s Department, Loma Ridge 
December Meeting – Knott’s Berry Farm Hotel & Resort 

 
MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
Chapter Vice-President Howard Newton reported on the new Members: 
Full: 
 Ken Gurwell, City of Pasadena – Telecommunications Supervisor 
Commercial: 
 Mitch Coltharp, HetNet Wireless, LLC 
 James Roe, BRAINCHIP iR, Director  
 
Total Current Chapter Membership: 

Full Members  279 
Commercial   66 
Associate Members 47 
Online    166 

 
FINANCIAL REPORT 
Chapter Treasurer John Wright gave the financial report, including income and expenses for the past thirty 
(30) days, to the membership.  A printed copy of the report is available to members upon request. 
 
Chapter Treasurer John Wright advised all Commercial Members payment for the October Meeting can be 
made today.   
 
CCAM REPORT 
Vice-Chapter Commercial Advisory Member Ron Lyons will be sending out an email for Commercial Mem-
bers to forward on to their contacts as an invitation to next month’s Vendor Exhibition.  Members in attend-
ance were also asked to invite their upper management to the event. 
 
The Sponsorship Program is complete and will be posted on the CPRA Website soon.  Several Sponsor oppor-
tunities are available all year long. 

[See Minutes Page 6] 
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January 18, 2018 
Ontario - Ontario Police Dept. 
CommLink Cutoff Date  
Monday January 2, 2018 
Early Bird Sponsor -  
Meeting Sponsor -  
 
February 15, 2018 
Pasadena - CalTech 
CommLink Cutoff Date  
Monday January 29, 2018 
Early Bird Sponsor -  
Meeting Sponsor -  
 
March 15, 2018 
Claremont - Hughes Center  
CommLink Cutoff Date  
Monday February 26, 2018 
Early Bird Sponsor -  
Meeting Sponsor -  
 
April 12, 2018 
Buena Park - Knotts Berry Farm Resort 
CommLink Cutoff Date  
Monday March 26, 2018 
Early Bird Sponsor -  
Meeting Sponsor -  
  
April 12, 2018 
Annual Telecommunicatorsô Banquet 
Buena Park - Knotts Berry Farm Resort 
Early Bird Sponsor -  
Meeting Sponsor -  
 
May 17, 2018 
Terminal Island Long Beach - US Coast Guard Base 
CommLink Cutoff Date  
Monday April 30, 2018 
Early Bird Sponsor - 
General Program Sponsor -  Adapt Conn  
 
June 21, 2018 
Santa Barbara - Chase Palm Park 
CommLink Cutoff Date  
Monday June 1, 2018 
Early Bird Sponsor - Applied Technology Group  
Meeting Sponsor -   

July 19, 2018 
Santa Fe Springs - Talley 
CommLink Cutoff Date  
Monday July 3, 2017 
Early Bird Sponsor -  
Meeting Sponsor -  
 
August 5-8, 2018 - APCO International Conference  
Las Vegas, Nevada  
 
August 16, 2018   
San Marcos - Old Spaghetti  Factory 
CommLink Cutoff Date  
Monday  July 30, 2018 
Early Bird Sponsor -  
Meeting Sponsor - Mission Critical Partners  
 
September 20, 2018 
Annual ñNo Tiesò - Knottôs Berry Farm Gold Rush 
Camp  
CommLink Cutoff Date  
Tuesday September 4, 2017 
Early Bird Sponsor -  
Meeting Sponsor -  
 
October 25, 2018 
Montebello - Quiet Cannon  
Annual Vender Exhibition 
CommLink Cutoff Date  
Monday October 1, 2018 
Early Bird Sponsor & Meeting Sponsors - Commercial 
Members - See Program Guide at Venue  
 
November 15, 2018 
Loma Ridge 
CommLink Cutoff Date  
Monday October 29, 2018 
Early Bird Sponsor -  

Meeting Sponsor -  Nokia  
 
December 6, 2018 
Annual Holiday Officer Installation 
 Knott’s Berry Farm Hotel & Resort 
CommLink Cutoff Date  
Monday November 19, 2018 
Early Bird Sponsor -  
Meeting Sponsor -  

2018 Meeting Dates 

2018 Executive Committee  
Quarterly Meetings 

 

January 10, 2018 - Downey - Rio Hondo Golf Course 

April 4, 2018 - Chino Hills - Chino Hills Police Department 

July 11, 2018 - Downey - Rio Hondo Golf Course 

November 7, 2018 - Montclair Police Department 
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[Minutes From Page 4] 
 
APCO-INTERNATIONAL REPORT 
Chapter Executive Council Delegate Ernest Gallo advised that APCO is still requesting feedback on the 4.9 
band.  APCO put out an attendance report to the International Conference in Las Vegas that took place in Au-
gust, of 3003 attendees.  An additional 2,000 plus were in attendance as Vendors, that were not included. 
 
C&B UPDATE 
Frequency Advisory Committee Chair Gary Gray presented two changes requested to the C&B.  One ad-
dressed wording to the electronic voting.  The other, is the first reading of the proposed changes to the C&B 
prompted by the reallocation of duties within the Vice-President and President-Elect positions and vacancies 
arising mid-term.  
 
NETWORKING BREAK 
Chapter President Scott Espindola recessed the meeting for a 20-minute networking break. 
 
OFFICER CANDIDATE SPEECHES 
Director Dale Digiambattista announced the commencement of electronic voting, to begin following the meet-
ing.  Voting Members will be receiving an email from Ballot Bin with a link to place their votes.  Dale intro-
duced our Officer Candidates and they provided a quick speech: 
 
CPRA President-Elect, Howard Newton – Has been in public safety since 1988. He started with Orange Coun-
ty and is now with Riverside County.  Howard enjoys the work he does, knowing that it saves lives every day.   
 
CPRA Sergeant-at-Arms, Jeff Loveland – Is currently in the position and up for re-election.  Jeff has been a 
CPRA Member for 30 years.  He feels this is a great opportunity to give back to the group and professionals in 
the industry.  Jeff appreciates the continued support. 
 
CPRA Vice-President, David Duenas – David was not in attendance, sending his regards via Director Dale 
Digiambattista. 
 
PROGRAM PRESENTATION 
Chapter President Scott Espindola introduced the meeting Program Presentation speaker, Alan Tilles.  Alan 
presented on VCC Regulatory Trends in Public Safety.  Alan started off by saying his favorite part of these 
events is networking and being presented with issues that are being faced by those in the field, so he can come 
up with solutions for these issues. 
 
Alan took a nontraditional approach to his presentation by asking the Members in attendance to provide topics 
they wanted additional information on.  Alan provided in depth detail on many issues, including T-band, the 
4.9 Band, in-building wiring, where the FCC is headed and various other topics.   
 
ADJOURN 
President Scott Espindola adjourned the meeting at 12:14 pm. 
 
The monthly meeting of the Southern California APCO Frequency Advisory Committee was held immediate-
ly following lunch. 
 
Minutes prepared by, 

 
Katie Hardin 
Secretary, California Public-Safety Radio Association 
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2018 Officer Candidates  
 

 
   
 

  President-Elect:    Howard Newton - Riverside County  Sheriff’s Office 
  
  Vice-President:    David Duenas - UCLA 
  
  Sergeant-at-Arms:   Jeffrey Loveland - City of Riverside Fire Dept. 
   
   

 

Officer Candidate Statements 
 

President-Elect - Howard Newton   
   
My name is Howard  Newton and I have been asked by my friends to run for President-Elect this coming 
year.  I am excited about the opportunity and would like to help the Chapter which has given my family, 
friends and myself so much since 1988.  The relationships between Public Safety Radio System users, govern-
ment employees maintaining the systems, industry experts in the private sector and others are the lifelong/
lifesaving treasures CPRA brings to Southern California.  I truly look forward to being a servant leader with 
all of you who have given so much to help make Southern California a model of Public Safety Communica-
tions cooperation and innovation over the years.  Public Safety Radio is the most important and rewarding job 
I can imagine doing as an Electrical Engineer.  After serving Orange County for 21 years I am coming up on 
serving Riverside County for 10 years this October 2018 designing, implementing and maintaining state of the 
art APCO P25 public radio systems.  Every year the systems our teams have fielded process millions of calls 
reliably saving countless lives and protecting our valuable first responders.   I am proud to be a part of a like-
minded team that keeps everyone safe with our Public Safety Radio systems and am passionate about improv-
ing them.  To me this is fun!  Looking forward to more adventures in the years to come with you. 
  
Howard W. Newton III, P.E. 
 
 
 
 

Vice-President - David Duenas - UCLA 
 

As an experienced solutions-oriented IT leader I have strong knowledge in eCommerce, Distributors, Educa-
tion, Government and Proficient at managing budgets via contract, vendor negotiations, cost reduction and 
planning.  I have been a member of the CPRA organization for several years now and it has provided me with 
vendor connections and valuable information for Public Safety technology needs and solutions. As a Data, 
Video & Wireless Network Engineer at the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) I hope as Vice 
President to bring new ideas and connect with vendors, agencies to share their stories and solutions with this 
great organization.   
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Future Cities 
 

   2019 - Baltimore, MD August 11-14, 2019  
   2020 - Orlando, FL August 2-5, 2020 
   2021 - San Antonio, TX  August 15-18, 2021 
   2022 - Anaheim, CA August 7-10, 2022 
   2023 - Nashville, TN August 20-23, 2023 

  


